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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015
____________________________________________________________________
FORM 3                                        ENGLISH              TIME: 15 minutes
                                     LISTENING COMPREHENSION
________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHER’S PAPER

Instructions for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination

The teacher should instruct the candidates to answer the questions on the paper provided. The 
following procedure for reading the Listening Comprehension passage is to be explained to the 
candidates immediately before proceeding with the examination. 

You have been given a sheet containing the Listening Comprehension 

questions.  You will be given three minutes to read the questions 

based on the passage. I shall then read the passage at normal reading 

speed.  You may take notes during the reading.  After this reading 

there will be a pause of another three minutes to allow you to answer 

some of the questions.  The passage will be read a second time and 

you may take further notes and answer the rest of the questions.  After 

this second reading you will be given a further three minutes for a 

final revision of the answers.

a. 3 minutes – Students read questions.
b. 3 minutes – Teacher reads passage aloud for the first time while students take notes.
c. 3 minutes – Students answer questions.
d. 3 minutes – Teacher reads passage for the second time. Students may answer more 

questions. 
e. 3 minutes – Students revise final answers. 
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TEACHER’S PAPER

You are going to listen to a passage about the history of sunglasses.

Today, sunglasses are a fashion accessory and also protective eyewear that are designed to protect 
the wearer’s eyes from the damaging effect of harmful UV rays. Over their 700-year span, 
sunglasses have been used for a number of different functions: from blocking harmful rays in 
outer space, to enabling the wearer to see through water. 

In Roman times, Emperor Nero liked to watch gladiator fights through emeralds, to avoid the sun 
getting in his eyes. Before the invention of sunglasses, it is likely, that humans in other time 
periods, may also have put various materials over their face. They did this to protect their eyes 
from the brightness of the sun, but little evidence of this exists until we reach the 12th century. 

The 12th century is when sunglasses were invented properly, in China. They were using lenses 
made from imperfection-heavy quartz to block out the light from the sun, and primitive frames to 
hold them against the wearer’s face. These sunglasses didn’t protect against harmful UV rays or 
help their wearer to see any better. In fact, they made it very difficult to see, but they provided 
some relief from having the bright sun constantly shining into their eyes. Only the rich had them, 
but they found many uses for them - Chinese rulers and judges, for example, found that they could 
use the sunglasses to hide the expression on their face when they were talking to someone, 
allowing them to seem emotionally detached from situations and therefore not revealing their 
decisions until the final verdict.

It is possible that the first visual record of a person wearing sunglasses can be seen in the frescoes 
of Tommaso da Modena, which are located in the Chapter House of the Dominicans of Treviso, 
Italy. The first glasses made for the public came to light in 1752 when an English optician James 
Ayscough experimented with tinted lenses in eyeglasses. He believed that blue or green-tinted 
lenses could correct some vision impairments. Although his eyeglasses were not used to shield the 
eyes from the sun, they are believed to be the precursors to sunglasses.

It was not until the 20th century that sunglasses really took off, though, as Hollywood stars started 
wearing them to protect their eyes from the bright studio lights. By 1929, an entrepreneur named 
Sam Foster had put sunglasses into mass production in America, and had a roaring trade. In 1936, 
Polaroid filters were invented, allowing glasses to protect against UV rays for the first time, and 
making them a desirable item for health reasons as well as for reasons of fashion and comfort. 
They were also useful in World War II, when soldiers had to fight in the French summer. Since 
then, there have been few developments in sunglasses, with the basic science and materials 
remaining basically the same for the last seventy years. But like other useful inventions of the 
period, they remain a big seller. 
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
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FORM 3                                                         ENGLISH                                      TIME: 15 minutes
  LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Name: _________________________________                                               Class: ____________

1. Put a tick () in the correct column to show whether the following statements are              
True (T) or False (F).                                                                                                 (3 marks)         

                                                                                           
TRUE FALSE

a. Sunglasses are not just a fashion accessory.

b. Sunglasses were invented more than 700 years ago.

c. Julius Caesar liked to watch gladiator fights through emeralds.

d. The first sunglasses were invented in China.

e. Both rich and poor people had sunglasses.

f. Frescoes in France show people wearing sunglasses.

2. Match the two columns.                                                                                        (4 marks)

a. 1752 when an American businessman started producing sunglasses.

b. 20th Century when an English optician made the first sunglasses.

c. 1929 when Polaroid filters were invented.

d. 1936 when sunglasses became really popular.

3. Fill in the blanks with words you hear in the passage.                                          (3 marks) 
                                                        
a. Sunglasses protect from _______________ UV rays.

b. Sunglasses have even been used in ______________ space.

c. Chinese _____________ used sunglasses to hide their feelings.

d. Hollywood ____________ started wearing sunglasses and so many people copied 

them.

e. During World War II _____________ found sunglasses useful.

f. In the last ___________ years, sunglasses have been made using the same materials.

     (10 marks)
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When an acquaintance asked us to join his boat heading across the Pacific from 
Panama, I thought why not? We could always come home if it didn’t work out. A few 
days in, it appeared we might have to do just that. There’d been arguments about 
everything from food to my parenting, and Emily developed a terror of flying insects 
after a run-in with a three-inch wasp. I demanded to be let off the boat as soon as 
possible. But then we bumped into friends I had met travelling 10 years previously, who 
asked us to join their boat instead. They were on their way to the San Blas islands with 
their son Louis.

The San Blas islands are beautiful, and tranquil. Most of the islands are uninhabited and 
there’s little to do but swim, sunbathe and play. As Emily and Louis took turns burying 
each other in the sand, we adults fished for our supper. Sometimes we bought bread 
from the indigenous Kuna people, and seafood – crabs for 3 dollars, lobsters for 4 
dollars. It was bliss, or would have been if Emily had eaten any of it. But she’d refused 
anything but rice and vegetables for six weeks and was losing weight. Again, we got 
lucky. Roy was a 67-year-old American on his way to Trinidad via Colombia. His boat 
was full of sweets and snacks. I’m the kind of mum who won’t have crisps in the house 
but Roy and I beamed as Emily stuffed her face with Pop Tarts. Despite the age gap, 
Roy and Emily bonded immediately. He was sailing solo for the first time, after his 
wife, Beverley, became too ill to accompany him, and he persuaded us to join him on 
his journey.

The first thing we did on arriving in Cartagena was take Emily to a restaurant. The 
Colombian city seemed modern after the isolation of the San Blas, full of things to do 
and children for Emily to play with. We went on tours to see how coffee and sugar are 
produced. We’d already read all her school books, and I was teaching her history and 
geography. Her first swimming lessons took place in the Pacific, among jellyfish and 
little sharks.

I had thought travelling with a child might be a disadvantage but it was the opposite. As 
a solo traveller, you tend to hang out mainly with other travellers. Now we found 
ourselves invited into people’s homes. Beverley flew into Cartagena to see her husband 
Roy and insisted we stick with him to Trinidad. With me doing the cooking, he was 
eating fewer Pop Tarts, and as a single mum, I was enjoying having help with Emily. 
We’d formed a little makeshift family.

Sailing to Trinidad from Cartagena means going east. Most sailors go west because of 
the prevailing winds and current. Our route has been called one of the worst crossings in 
the world and I soon saw why. The wind was horrific and everyone was seasick. This 
went on for three days and by the time we arrived in Curaçao – half-way to Trinidad – 
we were all desperate to get off the boat.
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The highlight of our three-month stay here was tiny Klein Curaçao, a few miles off the 
main island. Emily was fascinated by the defunct lighthouse and the eerie shipwrecks 
on the shore. One afternoon, a pod of dolphins swam up to the boat and within minutes 
we were both in the water among them. That was something I’d never experienced in all 
my years of sailing and to share it with my daughter felt very special.

In Trinidad there are frequent muggings and murders, and we were constantly advised 
not to walk anywhere alone. But again, we met some wonderful people and in the end 
stayed for a year before Beverley became seriously ill and we sailed with Roy back to 
Florida. That journey meant the three of us spending 13 days at sea. We travelled for 
four years in the end. Although the time was broken up with occasional trips to the UK 
and US, neither of us was quite ready to return home for good. But Emily was due to 
start secondary school, so at the start of 2012 we returned to Brighton. The little girl I’d 
taken away had become a confident 10-year-old with new front teeth and lots of stories. 
She has forgotten the seasickness and the weeks when she saw no other kids, but 
remembers rescuing baby turtles and celebrating birthdays on palm-fringed islands.

People were right – I was mad. We were lucky not to get into serious trouble. But when 
Emily asks me yet again when we’re going on our next adventure, I’m glad I took the 
risk.
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
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FORM 3                                         ENGLISH                     TIME: 2 hours

Name: _____________________________________             Class: _______________

MARKS
Oral Assessment Listening Compr. Written Paper Total

 
Section A – LANGUAGE                        15 MARKS
                                                                                                                      

A. Fill in with the correct preposition. The first one (0) has been done for you.  
  5 marks (    )            

William Tell, the Swiss folk hero famed (0) for shooting an apple off his son’s head, will be 

the subject (1) ____________ a musical that opens (2) ____________ July 18. According to 

legend, William Tell rose to fame (3) ____________ the 14th century (4) ____________ 

snubbing a man named Gessler. Gessler had placed a hat (5) ____________ a pole and 

ordered passers-by to bow to it as a sign of loyalty (6) ____________ the royal family. 

Infuriated when Tell ignored the hat, Gessler ordered the renowned marksman to shoot an 

apple off his son’s head (7) ____________ a crossbow. Tell split the apple                             

(8)____________ two. Organisers are hoping that the production, budgeted                          

(9) ____________ €4.6 million, will draw a big audience (10) ____________ its                      

25-performance run.

B. Read the following paragraph and put the verbs in brackets in the correct form. 
The first one (0) has been done for you.                                                     5 marks (    )          

A 15-month-old US boy (0) has survived (survive) an 11-storey fall from a balcony at his 

parents’ apartment in Minnesota. He has been nicknamed “the miracle baby” after escaping 

death despite slipping through the railing and (1) __________________ (make) a perilous 

fall. In addition to fractures to both arms, his backbone and his ribs, Chris also                             

(2) __________________ (suffer) a concussion and (3) __________________ (breathe) 

through a ventilator. In critical but stable condition, he is expected (4) __________________ 

(survive). The mother (5) __________________ (run) errands nearby while his father         
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(6) __________________ (watch) him and his three-year-old sister. The father was getting 

something from another room when his daughter ran over and said her brother                           

(7) __________________(fall). It (8) __________________ (be) too early to tell whether 

Chris (9) __________________ (suffer) any long-term complications, but he                           

(10) ________________ (be) in hospital for several months.

C. Read the following paragraph and then fill in the gaps with a suitable word. The 
first one (0) has been done for you.                                                          5 marks (    )

The police are looking for a man and a woman who (0) robbed a bank in West Virginia. The 

two robbers wore clown (1) _____________________. The woman pointed a                      

(2) _____________________ and demanded (3) _____________________ from the bank 

staff. They then (4) _____________________ in a getaway car which was later found set on       

(5) _____________________. Police are (6) _____________________ the public to come 

forward with any (7) _____________________. You can also phone 112 and remain           

(8) _____________________. The amount of money stolen is still                                         

(9) _____________________. Police closed off the area and are still                                        

(10) _____________________. 

Section B – READING COMPREHENSION                                    20 MARKS

Read the comprehension text which is on a separate sheet and then answer the questions.

1. This extract is taken from a:
a) scientific journal.
b) travel journal.
c) fictional story.                                                                                               1 mark

2. Explain these words or phrases as used in the passage.                                      5 marks

a) acquaintance (line 1)

b) beamed (line 17)

c) stuffed her face (line 17)

d) highlight (line 38)

e) defunct (line 39)
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3.  a) Mention TWO problems the writer had at the beginning of their journey.    1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

b) How were these problems solved?                                                                 1 mark                                                                                  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

  

4. Why did Roy and Emily get on well according to the writer?                              1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

5. Name TWO things the writer and her friends did at Cartagena.                        2 marks

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

6. According to the writer, what was ONE advantage of travelling with children?  

                                                                                                                             2 marks

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

7. Why were the writer and her friends desperate to get off the boat when they got to 

Curaçao?                                                                                                              2 marks

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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8. Underline whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE and give a reason 
for your answer.                                                                                                   3 marks
a) The writer was very happy to go back home after her travels with Emily.             

TRUE / FALSE because 

_________________________________________________________________.

b) Emily was better off at the end of the trip. 
TRUE / FALSE because 

_________________________________________________________________.

9. From lines 43 – 55, list FOUR positive things that came out of this experience.   
                                                                                                                             2 marks
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Section C – LITERATURE – Answer all the sections                   20 MARKS

UNPREPARED TEXT – POETRY                                                                    10 marks               

The Skateboard Boys

Choc. They slap up over
Concrete tablelands; they take
Their corners blind.
All around their country
Bangs and salvos:
Choc. Choc. And the accelerating 
Lash of those tiny wheels.       
They zizz in and out like 
Fireworks or tracers in water
Going for silent heat.
All the ululations help them to hang
From skyscrapers so they can see
The sun from every possible angle;
Their ankles are as strong 
As horses’; when they’ve had enough
They lean over the parapet
With spines like soft dolls.
The skateboard boys choc in and out
Past the drunks and the cardboard hostels:
At dusk they draw galaxies
With their firefly boards
In the crackling air.                             

    By Hilary Davies      
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1. What is the gist of the poem?                                                                                1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

2. What figure of speech is the phrase “like fireworks or tracers in water”?            1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

3. Explain: “their ankles are as strong / As horses”.                                             1½ marks

_____________________________________________________________________

4. Explain: “With spines like soft dolls”.                                                             1½ marks

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

5. Find an example of onomatopoeia and explain its effect.                                   2 marks                                                           

_____________________________________________________________________

6. Comment on the rhyming pattern and its effect.                                                   1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

7. What figure of speech is found in the phrase “silent heat”?                                 1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

8.  Why is the word “choc” repeated?                                                                         1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

UNPREPARED TEXT – PROSE                                                                      10 marks

Read this extract taken from The white giraffe by Lauren St John and answer all 

the questions.

It was the sound of her own screams that finally woke Martine. She shot up in bed. It was 
pitch dark and it took a few seconds for her to realise she’d been asleep. None of it had 
happened. There was no mountain and no bird. She was safely in her bed in Hampshire, 
England, with her parents sleeping soundly across the corridor. Heart pounding, she sank 
back into the pillows. She was a bit dizzy and she still felt very, very hot.
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Hot? How could it possibly be hot? It was midwinter. Martine’s eyes flew open. 
Something was wrong. Frantically she fumbled for the bedside lamp, but for some reason 
it wasn’t working. She sat up again. An orange light was flickering beneath the bedroom 
door and grey ribbons of smoke were drifting up from it.

“Fire!” yelled Martine. “Fire!”

She leapt out of bed, caught her foot in the blankets and crashed to the ground. Tears of 
panic sprang into her eyes. She wiped them away roughly. If I don’t think clearly, she 
told herself, I’ll never get out alive. The corner of the door turned molten red and broke 
away and a plume of smoke poured in after it. Martine began coughing violently. She 
clawed at the floor for yesterday’s sweatshirt, discarded there when she put on her 
pyjamas. Almost cheering with thankfulness when she found it immediately, she tied it 
round her face. Then she scrambled to her feet, heaved up the window and leaned out 
into the starless night. What was she supposed to do? Jump?

Martine stood paralysed with terror. Far below her, the snow glinted mockingly in the 
darkness. Behind her, the room was filling with smoke and fumes and the fire was 
roaring like a factory furnace. It was blistering, murderously hot – so hot that she felt as 
if her pyjamas were melting off her back. The window was the only way out. Swinging 
her legs over the sill, she reached out and grabbed a clump of ivy. It was as wet as lettuce 
and came away in her hand.

1. What figure of speech is “sleeping soundly” an example of?                      ½ mark
                    

_____________________________________________________________________

2. What is the effect of “She shot up in bed”?                      1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

3. Find TWO contrasting words in paragraph 2.                       1 mark

______________________________ _________________________________

4. The words “clawed”, “scrambled” and “heaved” show a sense of 
______________________.                                                                                 ½ mark                  

5. a) What figure of speech is “The snow glinted mockingly” an example of?       ½ mark

_____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                             

b) Explain this phrase: __________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 1 mark

6. Find an example of onomatopoeia in the last paragraph. __________________ 1 mark
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7. a) Which figure of speech is “It was as wet as lettuce” an example of?              ½ mark

_____________________________________________________________________

b) Find another example of this figure of speech.                                                 1 mark 

_____________________________________________________________________

8. Why are the first and last sentences of this extract effective?       2 marks

_____________________________________________________________________

9.  Comment on the effectiveness of ending the paragraph with two questions:               
“What was she supposed to do? Jump?”                                                               1 mark

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                    25 MARKS

Write a composition of 230 - 250 words on ONE of the following titles.

1. Write a story starting with: As they turned the corner …

2. You have moved to another country and have been living there for three months. 

Write a letter to your friend in Malta about your new life.

3. Write an article for your school magazine about when you met your idol.

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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